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The Purpose of this Book 

This little book is intended to be a simple, popular-level 
presentation of “Perfect Being Theology.”  

The basic idea and method goes back to eleventh-century 
philosopher/theologian Anselm of Canterbury. Anselm drew on 
earlier philosophers and theologians, of course, as will I. But he 
invented the basic method. 

Perfect Being Theology is a particular type—the most popular 
type—of “philosophical theology.” Philosophical Theology 
attempts to use the tools of philosophy to learn things, and 
answer questions and puzzles, about God. Perfect Being 
Theology tries to do this by starting with a particular concept of 
God—the idea that God is an “absolutely perfect being”—or, 
perhaps equivalently, “the greatest possible being.” Perfect 
Being theologians, following Anselm, will typically say that God 
is “by definition” the greatest possible being; they will say that 
that is what we mean by the word ‘God.’ At least it is what they 
mean by ‘God’ when doing Perfect Being Theology. 

Theologians and philosophers have been “doing” Perfect Being 
Theology ever since Anselm. But this way of thinking about God 
has experienced a resurgence in recent years. It has been 
fueled by the recent major resurgence of philosophical work on 
God, philosophical analysis of the concept of God, and even 
much-increased belief in God among highly accomplished 
philosophers. 
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Accumulated over the past millennium, then, there is now a 
very large corpus of very detailed, meticulous, even 
mathematics-like scholarly analysis of this concept of God. But 
its mode of presentation, including the use of a great deal of 
“technical” terminology, make most of this literature quite 
inaccessible to people who are not trained philosophers. In 
fact, I know of no other popular-level presentation of Perfect 
Being Theology.  

So part of my motive for writing this book is to fill this gap. The 
basic ideas are quite simple; that is part of their beauty, in fact. 
It should not be difficult to present these basic ideas in a way 
that most people can understand. 

My primary motivation for writing this little book, however, is 
completely different:  

I find these ideas inspiring. And I want to share this inspiration. 

I want to enable others to fall in love with what I’ve fallen in 
love with. 

From the first time I read Anselm’s Proslogion, I found the 
experience moving. The ideas presented, their mode of 
presentation, and the logical methodology used, I found 
inspiring.  

(OK, I know I have peculiar taste. I find math moving. 
Mathematical proofs inspire me—not the arithmetic 
calculations of numbers, or the deduction of solutions in 
calculus, but math’s many proofs that anything exemplifying 
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certain structural properties must also, of necessity, exemplify 
other specific structural properties. I find these things beautiful, 
and amazing, and inspiring. The structures themselves, which 
mathematics helps us “see,” are totally cool!) 

But from the first time I read the Proslogion till now—and 
especially now—I am, literally, in love with these ideas. I am in 
love with this way of thinking. And, seeing the amazing and 
beautiful implications of this one extremely simple idea, I have 
fallen in love, especially, with this idea. 

Well, I think I’m in love with the reality this idea is an idea of. 
But I am certainly in love with the idea. 

 

So the sort of inspiring and even “intellectually aesthetic” (?!) 
experience I want the reader to have is this: 

“That would be so cool!” 
And then, 

“Wait  . . .  Could this actually be true?!” 

 

 

What this Book is Not 

This book is not, then, a detailed, hard-headed, technical and 
rigorous presentation of Perfect Being Theology as has already 
been done by the many philosophical theologians greater than 
I. It will just present the basics. 
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So there will be many claims, and inferences, especially, that 
can be challenged—and have been challenged. And there may 
be many statements standing in need of “technical” 
qualification. But I actually believe every claim expressed 
here—subject to qualifications required to get around technical 
logical challenges (not substantially altering the basic point). 
And I believe that the conclusion of each inference is at least 
probable given the assumptions cited. I’d be willing to defend 
each—as many have before. 

The primary claims and inferences expressed here are quite 
standard among Perfect Being theologians—traditional, you 
could say. There is little of my own conceptual creativity or 
expression of new ideas; it is all well-plowed ground. I do 
depart from the norm on an occasion or two—for example 
when I state that the Greatest Possible Being would feel things. 
(This departs from the mainline thought of medieval 
theologians—guided by Aristotelian metaphysics—that The 
Greatest Possible Being would be “impassible.”) Otherwise, 
what I here present is mostly fairly standard for Perfect Being 
theologians. 

This does not bode well for impressing others with the 
originality of the book’s ideas (though the mode of 
presentation is quite unique). But its lack of conceptual 
originality does bode well for there being a great deal of very 
detailed, rigorous, scholarly, conceptual work underlying the 
simple ideas presented. 
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I may produce another edition of this book in which the basic 
text is supplemented with detailed and rigorous argumentation 
and explanation, dealing with objections, and citing academic 
sources—in other words, a more “scholarly” edition meant to 
address the various skepticisms of the skeptics. But this is not 
that edition. 

 

 

Challenges 

The most common way scholars have challenged the line of 
thought presented here is by denying that the various things 
assumed here to be possible really are possible. For example, is 
it really possible for there to be a being that could bring about 
the existence of anything that could exist, and the obtaining of 
any state of affairs that could obtain? Remember the old saw, 
“Can God create a stone He cannot lift?” The point was to 
question whether there really could be something with that 
sort of omnipotence. The concept seems to entail 
contradictions. But then other philosophers defend the 
coherence of the idea, arguing—I believe correctly—that the 
idea does not entail contradictions; it is a coherent idea, and 
so—as far as we can tell—expresses a real possibility. 

(The answer to the saw above is that saying “God can do 
anything” does not include God doing the logically impossible—
like creating a stone He cannot lift and then lifting it, or creating 
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a round square, or making 2+2=10. These ideas are just self-
contradictory nonsense. They are not descriptions of things 
that could actually be, or could occur, that God could not bring 
about. They’re just incoherent strings of words. But this is 
indicative of the primary way in which the simple ideas 
presented here may stand in need of “technical” qualification.) 

The second common why in which Perfect Being Theology is 
challenged is often voiced even by people who are not trained 
scholars: The line of thinking seems to assume that there is 
such a thing as objective greatness or perfection or even 
goodness. But, says the objector, the concepts are all 
subjective; they lie only ‘in the eye of the beholder.’ Or though 
there could possibly be an objective standard of what is a 
greater or better race car—the standard plainly involving 
speed—there is not an objective standard of what makes just 
anything greater than anything else period, without reference 
to some particular purpose, for example. There is no objective 
standard of overall greatness of things, just subjective 
standards and standards relative to various purposes. 

To this objection I have three responses. 

First, are you sure there isn’t an objective scale of greatness 
between things? If two things are identical in every way except 
that the one can do more than the other, wouldn’t it be 
sensible to say that—all things considered—the first is greater 
than the second? 
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Secondly, one cans still run this line of thought even without 
greatness being assumed to be objective. Just think, ‘What 
seems greater to me?’ ‘What is greater by my intuitive 
standards?’ The results will only reveal what is the greatest 
possible being by your standards—not overall. But that can still 
be enlightening. (And I predict that people’s own subjective 
judgments will align remarkably with each other’s—making one 
suspect that maybe there’s something objective here afterall.) 

But thirdly, and perhaps most importantly: This whole 
extended bit of reasoning can be run, remarkably, entirely 
without this allegedly-subjective concept of greatness. Start 
just with the concept of something with unlimited powers. I 
believe that everything else follows that is asserted here about 
The Greatest Possible Being. I believe that a being with 
unlimited powers would be The Greatest Possible Being. But 
one can dispense with that latter concept if one wishes and still 
be persuaded by nearly everything else here asserted about it. 
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Credits 

Beside Anselm, there are many philosophical theologians in this 
tradition to be credited with various ideas here expressed. 
Many of the ideas are so well-known, and “in the air” in these 
circles, that I don’t know who to credit. The other historical 
philosophers who probably most influenced the thinking 
exemplified below are Augustine and Leibniz. The living 
philosophers I wish to credit most are not typically categorized 
as Perfect Being theologians; they don’t begin their work with 
this concept of God. But the person from whom I most learned 
how to do philosophy is my grad school mentor, Alvin 
Plantinga. I not only learned from him how to do philosophy, 
but I learned most from him the weaknesses of the arguments 
against belief in God. Even more reflected in my presentation 
here is the work of Oxford Professor Emeritus, Richard 
Swinburne. He is, I think, the best in the world at arguing for 
the existence of God and analyzing the relationship between 
God and the rest of reality. His thought on many specific such 
issues is reflected throughout the book. His understanding of 
how good scientific reasoning works is reflected in a very 
simple way at the end of the book. 
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An Anticipated Question 

Many readers will no doubt wonder, “Is this Greatest Possible 
Being the God of the Bible?”  Is it the God of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, or the Christian Bible, or the Koran? I think, ‘Yes!’ 
But that’s easy to say, and it will likely spark protests from 
various theologians. It has become proverbial among 
theologians and philosophers to make a distinction between 
“The God of the Theologians” (who are attempting to explicate 
what their scriptures reveal about God) and “The God of the 
Philosophers” (who are trying to explicate the implications of 
certain conceptions of God—though many are also heavily 
influenced by what is seemingly revealed in scripture). And 
since theologians and philosophers have somewhat different 
methodologies, terminologies, and interests, it is not surprising 
that the things theologians say about God and the things 
philosophers say about God are typically quite different. But it 
is quite another question whether they are compatible with 
each other, or may even imply each other. 

I am a Christian; I believe that God is really there and has been 
revealed in the clearest way in the person of Jesus. So my 
explication has plainly been influenced by a distinctively 
Christian understanding. But I believe that my explication of 
The Greatest Possible Being is not only consistent with, but 
even implied by, what the Hebrew Scriptures say about God, 
more clearly implied by what the Christian scriptures say about 
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God. And, I believe, the same is true of the Koran; but that 
judgment I’d best leave to Islamic scholars. 

The Bible says some things about God that are not at all what 
one would initially expect of The Greatest Possible Being. Other 
things it says seem to clearly imply, however, that God is all-
powerful, and all-knowing, and perfectly good, and the ultimate 
cause of everything else. Theologians explicating the Bible 
certainly ascribed these traits to God long before the advent of 
Perfect Being Theology. And the Bible certainly never implies 
that it would have been better, or God would be greater, if God 
had been different from the way God is described in the Bible. 

So, bottom line—subject to debate with various theologians:  

I believe that the God of the Bible is The Greatest Possible 
Being. And, equivalently, The Greatest Possible Being is the God 
of the Bible. The Bible just tells us more specifically how this 
Greatest Possible Being has interacted with the world and 
humanity. And in the case of the Christian Bible, it tells us that 
this Being has been revealed, most clearly, in the person of 
Jesus. I also believe that The Greatest Possible Being has 
communicated with us by inspiring these writings. 

For more than two millennia, philosophy has helped 
theologians better-understand and better-articulate the 
teachings of scripture. Philosophy has provided logical tools, 
and concepts, and terms that have greatly assisted theologians. 
And for the most part, they have had no difficulty using those 
gifts for their purposes. This is just another case in point. I 
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personally find this conception of God extremely useful, and 
enlightening, and inspiring. 

 

But one can certainly believe in The Greatest Possible Being 
without believing these various things about the Bible. And, in 
fact, you will notice that I steadfastly avoid using the word 
‘God’ at all until the very end. I do this to try to avoid all the 
baggage that comes to people’s mind when they hear that 
word—all the various ways people conceive of God—often for 
the worse. I’d like to invite people to forget about all that and 
just think about the concept of The Greatest Possible Being. 

 

 

For here and now, then, I invite you to forget every 
preconceived notion you may have about God. 

 

For the purposes of this thought experiment,  
forget about God entirely. 
 

Just think about this one simple idea: 

 

  

The Greatest Possible Being 
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Read slowly. 

 

 

Stop. 

 

 

Think. 

 

 

 

 

 

Even read out loud 

if you can. 
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An Idea 
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2 
 

 

 

I am in love with an idea. 

 

Well, 

I think I am in love 

with the reality 

 

that idea 

 

is an idea of. 

 

 

But I am certainly 

in love 

with the idea. 
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Imagine, 

if you will, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being. 
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Imagine a being such that 

 

no being 

with any other characteristics 

could be greater. 
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What characteristics 

would such a being 

have? 
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Doing  
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For starters: 

 

 

Surely 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would be able 

to do things. 

 

 

 

 

For any being 

that can do things 

is greater 

than a being 

that can’t. 
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So, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would be able 

to do things. 

 

 

 

In fact, 

 

all else being equal, 

 

the more 

a thing can do 

the greater 

it is. 
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So, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would actually have the ability 

 

to do anything 

 

that could possibly be done. 

 

 

 

(Because a being 

with this ability 

would be greater 

than a being 

without it. 

So the greatest possible being 

would have this ability.) 
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Doing What?  
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But 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would not actually do 

just anything. 

 

 

It would only do 

what is good.  
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Because a being which can do anything 

but only does  

what is good 

 

is greater than 

 

a being that can do anything 

but sometimes does 

what is bad.  
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In fact, 

being able to do anything that can be done, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would be able 

 

to act morally. 

 

 

It would be able 

to perform morally good actions. 

 

It would be able 

to do good things 

because they are good. 

 

It would be able 

to be  

good. 
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For surely, 

a being that is able 

to act morally, 

to do good things because they are good, 

and to be good 

 

is greater 

than a being without 

that ability. 

 

 

So 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would have  

this ability.  
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But then, 

of course, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would 

act morally. 

 

It would do good things because they are good, 

and it would be good. 

 

 

(For any being 

that could do these things 

but didn’t 

would not be as great 

as a being 

that not only could do, 

but did, 

these things.)  
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So The Greatest Possible Being 

would be morally good. 

 

 

In fact, 

it would be morally perfect. 

 

 

It would be purely good. 

 

It would have no trace 

of evil, 

or any moral imperfection. 

  

18 
 

It would be utterly loving. 

 

It would desire only the good—in fact the best. 

 

It would want the good, 

and best, 

in every situation, 

and for everything. 

 

It would never be motivated 

by anything less than the best. 

 

And it would never be tempted  

by anything bad. 

 

 

(Because anything that was not morally perfect 

in these ways 

would be less than the best possible.)  
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Without Limits  
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Having the ability to do 

anything possible, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

 

would have the ability 

 

to bring into existence 

 

any other being 

that could possibly exist. 

 

 

And it would have the ability 

to bring about 

any state of affairs, 

any situation, 

any event 

that could possibly occur. 
22 

 

 

 

So 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

 

would be able to create 

 

anything that could possibly exist 

 

 

 

and make happen 

 

anything that could possibly happen. 
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Knowing 
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The Greatest Possible Being would also 

know 

the complete truth 

about everything. 

 

There would be no truth it did not know. 

 

It would know 

absolutely every detail 

of everything 

that ever existed. 

 

It would know the complete story 

of everything. 
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Because 

any being 

 

with the ability 

 

to bring about 

any possible situation 

 

would have the ability 

 

to bring it about 

that it knew everything. 
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And of course, 

a being that actually knew everything 

 

would be greater 

 

than a being 

that could know everything 

but didn’t. 

 

 

 

 

So The Greatest Possible Being 

would know 

everything. 
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Moral Perfection 
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For this reason also, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would be 

morally perfect. 

 

 

It would be utterly,  

and completely,  

and perfectly  

good. 
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Because any being that knew everything 

would know exactly how good or bad 

any possible thing 

or situation 

or event 

or action 

would be. 

 

And seeing that something is good 

would give The Greatest Possible Being 

reason 

to bring it about. 

 

And seeing that something is bad 

would give The Greatest Possible Being 

reason 

to not bring it about. 
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And there being no limits 

to what this Greatest Possible Being could do, 

nothing would prevent it 

from doing and bringing about 

the good 

but not the bad. 

 

So The Greatest Possible Being 

would only do the good 

—even the best— 

and not the bad. 
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And again, 

a morally perfect being  

would be greater 

than a morally imperfect one. 

 

 

So The Greatest Possible Being, 

would be  

morally perfect. 
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So The Greatest Possible Being 

would have every characteristic 

it is morally better 

to have 

than not have. 

 

 

It would be absolutely loving, 

and perfectly 

kind, 

and just, 

and merciful, 

and gracious, 

and compassionate, 

and empathetic, 

and patient, 

and longsuffering, 

and trustworthy . . . 
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It would possess, 

 

perfectly, 

absolutely, 

and without limit, 

 

every virtue, 

every disposition, 

every character trait 

 

it is morally better to have 

than not have. 
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Knowing What?  
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And knowing everything, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would not only know everything about  

what is actually the case,  

or actually exists,  

or is actually happening, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would also  

know everything  

about anything that could possibly 

have existed,  

or been the case,  

or have happened. 

 

It would even know  

everything about everything that couldn’t 

have existed, or been the case, or happened. 

 

And it would know why. 



37 
 

 

 

And knowing everything, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being  

 

would possess  

 

every concept. 
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It would be completely aware, 

all at once, 

of every concept 

of every thing that has ever existed,  

every way things have ever been,  

everything that has ever happened, 

 

of everything that could have existed, 

every way things could have been,  

everything that could have happened, 

 

and of everything that couldn’t have existed, 

every way things couldn’t have been, 

and everything that couldn’t have happened. 

 

And it would know why. 
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Creating 
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Knowing everything 

—and so knowing, 

of every possible being, 

and every possible situation 

and every possible event, 

just how good or bad it would, or could, be— 

 

and being absolutely good, 

The Greatest Possible Being would want 

the good things to exist 

and the good states of affairs and events to occur. 

 

It would know that 

the total situation would be better 

if these other good things existed, 

other good states of affairs obtained, 

and other good events occurred. 

 

So it would want these things.  
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So 

 

—since The Greatest Possible Being  

would be able 

to create any possible being, 

and bring about any possible state of affairs or event, 

 

and it would want the good ones— 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would create  

 

other good things 

 

and bring about  

 

other good states of affairs and events. 

  
42 

 

 

 

In fact, 

any other thing that came to exist 

would depend upon 

The Greatest Possible Being 

for its existence. 

 

And every state of affairs that came to obtain 

would be dependent upon 

The Greatest Possible Being 

for its obtaining. 

 

And every event that occurred 

would depend upon 

The Greatest Possible Being 

for its occurring. 
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Because, 

having the ability to bring about any possible situation, 

The Greatest Possible Being would have the ability 

to bring about the nonexistence of those other things, 

and the non-obtaining of those situations, 

and the non-occurrence of those events. 

And it would know everything. 

 

So any other thing that existed 

could only exist because 

The Greatest Possible Being was willing that it exist. 

 

And any situation that obtained 

could only obtain because 

The Greatest Possible Being was willing that it obtain. 

 

And every event that happened 

could only happen because 

The Greatest Possible Being was willing that it happen. 
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But being morally perfect, 

The Greatest Possible Being would value 

—and hence want— 

everything that is in fact valuable. 

 

And, knowing everything, 

The Greatest Possible Being would know 

what is valuable. 

 

And, being able to bring about anything that is possible, 

The Greatest Possible Being would be able 

to bring these valuable things into existence. 

 

So The Greatest Possible Being would 

bring such things into existence. 
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In fact,  

The Greatest Possible Being 

would bring a whole universe, 

 

or even whole universes, 

 

of such things 

 

into existence. 
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Creating Beauty 
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And because beauty 

and the ability to appreciate it 

are good things, 

 

and because The Greatest Possible Being would want 

such good things, 

 

and because The Greatest Possible Being would be able 

to create such things, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would create 

a beautiful universe 

—perhaps even many beautiful universes— 

whose beauty it could appreciate, 

 

filled with beautiful things, 

whose beauty it could appreciate. 
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And because 

variety is a good thing, 

and order is a good thing, 

and beauty involves both, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would create a universe or universes 

involving a huge variety of things. 

 

And at least parts of the universe, 

or some of the universes, 

would be highly ordered. 

 

The huge variety of things 

would still often follow patterns 

in how they were 

and how they behaved 

because this is beautiful. 
50 

 

  

 

And creativity being a good thing, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would be creative. 

 

It would create 

endless, 

interesting, 

and beautiful 

things. 

 

 

 

It 

would be 

an artist. 
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The Greatest Possible Being 

would create beauty 

in many forms. 

 

It would create 

beautiful sights, 

and beautiful sounds, 

and beautiful thoughts, 

and beautiful tastes, and smells, and feelings, 

and beautiful combinations of these. 

 

It would create 

beautiful structures only math could reveal, 

 

beautiful symmetries and asymmetries, 

 

types of beauty we would have no idea about 

 

—beauty everywhere. 
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The Greatest  Possible Being 

would create a universe, or universes, 

filled with amazing design, 

 

beautiful, intricate, well-functioning, fine-tuned, 

designs, 

designs that produced other designs, 

enormous, beautiful, detailed designs, 

composed of smaller, beautiful, detailed designs, 

composed of yet smaller, beautiful, detailed designs, 

composed of yet smaller . . . , 

 

beautiful, detailed, unending designs 

“all the way up” 

and “all the way down,” 

 

beautiful, detailed design everywhere, 

from every perspective. 
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Location  
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And in any universe 

The Greatest Possible Being created, 

The Greatest Possible Being would, 

in a sense, 

be everywhere, 

at every time. 

 

We humans are limited 

by only being at certain times and places: 

 

We can cause things to happen 

only at the locations we are now at, 

or bring about effects at other times and places 

through a chain of cause-and-effect. 

 

And we can only know what is going on 

at the locations we are now at, 

or at some other times and places 

through a chain of cause-and-effect. 
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But The Greatest Possible Being, 

having the ability to bring about anything possible 

at any place, and at any time, 

 

and knowing everything that is going on 

at every place, and at every time, 

 

would not have our temporal and spatial limitations. 

 

It would be 

everywhere 

at every time. 

 

 

And its having the ability to do this, 

and its being greater to do this, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would always exist. 
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Creating Others  
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Being morally perfect, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would be perfectly, 

and absolutely, 

and universally 

loving. 

 

 

 

(For any being that did not love, 

or did so only imperfectly, 

or incompletely, 

or selectively, 

would not be morally perfect.) 
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But it is the nature of love 

(and kindness, 

and mercy, 

and grace, 

and compassion . . .) 

to have an object. 

 

It is impossible for a person to love 

without there being someone 

or something 

that one loves. 

 

One can love oneself, of course. 

But loving another is greater; 

 

a person who loves others 

is greater 

than one who loves only oneself. 
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So, 

to be most perfectly loving 

(and kind, 

and merciful, 

and gracious, 

and compassionate . . .), 

 

there would need to be others 

for The Greatest Possible Being 

to love. 
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To be most perfectly loving, 

then, 

perhaps there would be multiple persons 

who can love each other 

within the one Greatest Possible Being. 

 

But these persons 

would be so identical to each other, 

it would be most accurate 

to still call them distinct personalities 

within a single being. 

 

What they could do, 

what they knew, 

what they wanted, 

and so what they intended, 

would all be identical. 
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For these reasons 

there could be 

no more than one 

Greatest Possible Being.  
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But The Greatest Possible Being 

would have greater opportunities to love 

if there were other beings 

to love. 

 

 

So The Greatest Possible Being 

would bring about  

the existence of other beings. 
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Loving  
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Now the kind of love 

that would motivate this creation 

would not just be 

a matter of 

liking 

the thing loved. 

 

It would not just consist in 

taking pleasure in 

that thing. 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would, 

of course, 

love all good things 

in that sense. 



67 
 

And this love would, in fact, motivate 

The Greatest Possible Being 

to create other good things. 

 

But the kind of love 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would have 

would be the kind of love 

that wants what is good 

—wants the best— 

for the other. 

 

 

(A being that did not love in this sense 

would not be as great as possible, 

and would not be doing 

what The Greatest Possible Being 

would know 

to be best.) 
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In order for The Greatest Possible Being 

to have other beings to love, then, 

in this sense, 

 

it would create 

other beings to love. 

 

And it would want what is best 

for those others. 

 

It would love them 

—want what is best for them— 

more than they could even know. 

 

And so The Greatest Possible Being 

would do good things for them. 

It would lavish gifts upon them 

as an expression of its love. 

It would be willing to sacrifice for them. 



69 
 

In fact, 

 

perhaps the primary reason 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would create a beautiful universe, 

populated with a huge variety of things, 

behaving in orderly ways, 

is for the benefit of these other, 

created 

beings. 

 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would create beings 

who could enjoy 

and appreciate 

this beauty, 

and variety, 

and order. 
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And love being the immensely valuable thing it is 

 

—perhaps the most valuable thing 

beside the persons themselves 

involved in this love— 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would create beings 

who could love each other, 

who could do good things for each other, 

and who could even love The Greatest Possible Being 

in return. 
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Life  
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And knowledge, 

and learning, 

and experience 

being valuable things, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would create beings 

who could 

know, 

and learn, 

and experience. 

 

And The Greatest Possible Being would locate them 

in a world 

where there is no end 

to what they could come 

to know, 

and learn, 

and experience. 
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There would be no end 

to the experiences they could enjoy, 

the new things they could observe, 

the new things they could learn, 

the new things they could come to know. 

 

There would be new experiences to be had, 

new things to observe, 

new things to learn, 

new things to come to know, 

always, and everywhere. 

 

And its being valuable to 

have the ability to do things and accomplish things, 

and the ability to freely and intelligently 

choose one’s actions, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would create creatures 

who could do these things. 
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And cooperation being a good thing, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would give 

these created beings 

the ability 

to cooperate. 

 

And working together, 

they would be able to use wisely chosen actions 

to create good lives for themselves 

and for others. 

 

And they would be able to teach others 

to do the same. 
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So The Greatest Possible Being 

would create a world 

containing a huge variety of creatures 

with a huge variety of capacities. 

 

 

Some creatures would just be, 

unaware, 

but able to be appreciated by others. 

 

Some would change only slowly 

and mostly by external causes. 

 

Others would change more rapidly, 

by forces at work within themselves; 

they would be living 

and could even produce others 

like themselves. 
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Some would have experiences they could enjoy. 

 

 

Some would have few and simple experiences. 

 

Others would enjoy many and varied experiences. 

 

 

By means of these experiences, 

some would be aware 

—would know things— 

about what was going on within and around them. 

 

Some would be aware of themselves 

—aware of themselves as distinct 

from the things around them. 
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Some would be intelligent; 

they would be able to use reason; 

they’d be able to figure things out. 

 

These created creatures 

would exemplify 

different degrees 

of intelligence. 
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Its being a good thing for there to be other beings 

as well 

who could perceive what is good 

and therefore want those good things, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would create beings 

who could perceive the goodness of things 

and have resulting desires for those things. 

 

  

80 
 

 

 

 

 

And the beings with the ability to figure things out 

would have the ability to act—to do things; 

they would have the ability 

to intelligently 

choose 

their actions; 

 

they would do those things 

that they believed 

would bring about 

what they wanted. 
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In fact, this is why The Greatest Possible Being 

would place these creatures in an orderly environment 

—in a world where things followed patterns 

—changed in a predictable way 

—followed “laws of nature.” 

 

To be alive at all 

they would require internal systems 

that operate in an orderly fashion. 

 

And in order for beings 

to intelligently choose their actions 

to accomplish their purposes, 

they would have to live in an orderly world; 

if they didn’t, 

they would not know what to do 

to accomplish what they want; 

they would not know 

what the consequences of their actions would be. 
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A creature can only 

intentionally, intelligently, and successfully 

do things 

to bring about what it wants 

in an environment exemplifying regular patterns 

of how things operate; 

 

in a chaotic universe, 

there couldn’t be consequences to actions; 

there would be no cause-and-effect; 

things would just happen. 

 

And living things are orderly systems 

requiring an orderly environment. 
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So in order for there to be living things, 

and things who could intelligently choose their actions, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would place them in an orderly world 

—a world governed by “laws of nature.” 
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And creativity being a good thing, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would also give the ability to be creative 

to some of its created beings. 

 

They would be able to create innumerable  

interesting,  

beautiful,  

and useful  

things. 

 

These beings also, then,  

would be creators. 

 

They would be able  

to create painfully beautiful things, 

inspiring things, 

things which uncover meaning  

and significance. 
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And because it is also a good thing 

for there to be beings who have significant lives, 

The Greatest Possible Being  

would create beings who have significant lives; 

 

It would create beings  

who could do things  

that would make a difference. 

 

A being’s actions can make a difference  

only if its doing one thing  

rather than another  

changes things 

—only if it affects the course of history. 

 

And a being’s actions make an even greater difference 

—its actions are even more significant— 

if its actions can make things better or worse. 
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So The Greatest Possible Being 

would create beings who could do things 

that would make a difference 

by changing history. 

 

And it would create beings 

who could make a difference 

by make things better, 

or worse. 

 

 

So the Greatest Possible Being 

would give them endless opportunity 

to make things better 

by loving each other, 

by doing good things for each other, 

by helping each other, 

and by making things better 

in innumerable other ways. 
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Mattering  
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In order for these beings to have the ability 

to make things better or worse, 

The Greatest Possible Being would have to allow them 

to make things better, 

or worse. 

 

But then, of course, 

if a being does choose 

to do something 

that makes things better, 

or worse, 

things will be better, 

or worse; 

things will be better, or they will be worse, 

than they otherwise would have been. 

 

Things will then be 

better than they could have been 

or worse than they could have been. 
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In order for The Greatest Possible Being 

to permit the existence of other beings, then, 

whose lives and actions are that significant, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being must grant them 

the ability 

to even make things worse. 

 

For otherwise 

these beings 

could not have lives 

with that much significance. 
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In fact, 

the more one’s actions are able to make things 

better or worse, 

the more significant the actions, 

and the more significant the life containing them. 

 

To have other beings 

whose lives are very significant, then, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being must allow 

the existence of beings 

whose actions can make things much better or worse. 

 

If these beings engage in the former sort of actions, 

things will be much better. 

 

But if they engage in the latter, 

things will be much worse 

than they could have been. 
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A being can make things worse 

by doing harm 

—making things worse for other beings, or even itself. 

 

And one of the ways things can be worse for a being 

is if its experiences 

are worse than they could have been 

—if they are less pleasant, or even painful. 

 

Things can be made worse 

by beings being deprived 

of the pleasant experiences they could have had 

or by having experiences that are negative, 

even painful. 

 

They could suffer. 
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In fact, 

in order for a being to have the opportunity 

to make things better 

than they could have been, 

 

things must naturally be disposed to being worse 

than they could have been, 

unless that being does something. 

 

So a primary way a person can make things better 

is by stopping or preventing worse situations. 

 

 

To enable these beings to have the opportunity 

to make things better than they could have been, 

The Greatest Possible Being, then, 

would allow things to be naturally disposed 

to being worse. 
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The opposite of good is evil; 

 

it is the lack or absence of good; 

it consists in things not being as good 

as they could have been. 

 

In order for The Greatest Possible Being, then, 

to permit other beings to have very significant lives, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

must permit the possibility of evil; 

 

it must allow these other beings 

to fail 

to make things as good as they could have been. 

 

And if these beings do so fail, 

this will create evil; 

things will not be as good as they could have been. 
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The Greatest Possible Being would also 

grant significance to these beings’ lives 

by enabling their ingenuity, and effort, and struggle 

to make a difference. 

 

They will not simply have what they desire. 

They will have the opportunity 

to work 

to achieve their objectives. 

 

And their ingenuity, and efforts, and persistence, 

and their working cooperatively with others, 

will help them achieve their goals. 

 

And so their lives and actions will be significant 

—they will matter— 

in this way also: 

their lives and actions will make a difference 

to the achievement of their goals. 
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And learning, and growth, and improvement 

being good things, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would 

give the beings it creates 

the capacity to improve 

—to become better persons 

—to acquire better characters 

—to become greater, more excellent. 

 

They would have experiences 

from which they could learn and improve. 

 

But they could also actively do things 

to facilitate their improvement. 

 

And they could assist others with the same. 
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In fact, 

because community and cooperation are good things, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would enable beings 

to cooperate with each other 

to accomplish what they want, 

 

and they could “be there” for each other; 

 

they would be able to support, and help, and love 

each other. 
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Perfecting  
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And The Greatest Possible Being 

would love, 

and want the best for, 

and do good things for 

all these other beings.  
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It would be 

 

loving, 

and kind, 

and compassionate, 

and understanding, 

and merciful, 

and gracious, 

and just, 

and patient, 

and longsuffering, 

and trustworthy . . . 

 

toward the beings it creates. 

  

102 
 

In fact, in order to know everything, 

and to be perfect in its understanding and compassion, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would feel everything 

anything else feels. 

 

It would literally feel the pain 

—every pain— 

of everything. 

 

It would “see” everything 

—experience everything— 

from every point of view 

of everything else that exists. 

 

It would experience what they experience. 

 

It would experience everything. 
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And whatever evil has entered the world, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

—being good, 

loving, compassionate, merciful, gracious, and just, 

would not permit that evil without end. 

 

It would limit that evil. 

 

 

 

It would limit 

the evil and unjust suffering 

any individual could experience, 

 

and the harm 

any being could do. 
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The Greatest Possible Being would be perfectly just 

in its dealings with others. 

 

But this does not mean 

that they would never experience injustice; 

 

They could still experience injustice 

through the actions of others, 

or the laws of nature. 

 

In fact, one of the ways in which beings can make things 
worse 

is by treating others unjustly, 

or by doing things which permit or bring about injustice. 
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In order for there to be beings with such significant lives, 

however, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would grant beings 

the ability to make things worse 

in this way. 

 

But The Greatest Possible Being 

would bring an end 

to the unjust suffering of every individual, 

and any other way 

in which its life is not what it could be. 

 

It would not end its existence; 

if it did, that being’s total life could be quite negative, 

far from what it could have been. 
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But The Greatest Possible Being 

would re-set its life—give it a new life— 

rid of all its unjust suffering, 

and rid of everything that is not right. 

 

And if that new life 

—filled with only the good— 

is unending, 

then no matter how truly awful 

—how truly horrific— 

the evil and suffering of it first life, 

the proportion of the evil and suffering 

in its whole existence 

will be infinitesimal. 

 

 



107 
 

 

 

 

So for all those beings who have suffered, 

who have experienced injustice, 

whose lives have been cut brutally short, 

who have experienced great tragedy, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would provide 

a new, perfected, unending life. 
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In fact, 

The Greatest Possible Being would also, 

in the end, 

bring an end 

to all the ways in which the world 

has ended up not what it should be. 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would, 

in the end, 

bring to an end 

to all the ways in which, overall, 

things are not as good 

as they could have been. 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would re-set—re-make— 

the world 

—setting all things right. 
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Being perfectly just, 

The Greatest Possible Being would, in the end, 

seek perfect justice. 

 

—meaning that 

everyone gets what they deserve. 

 

But The Greatest Possible Being 

would also be compassionate, and merciful, and gracious 

—which means wanting others to receive 

better than they deserve. 

 

And being perfectly loving, 

The Greatest Possible Being would want 

what is best 

for everyone. 
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So The Greatest Possible Being 

would seek a way 

to satisfy justice 

but also treat others better than they deserve. 

 

 

And its being a virtue to be forgiving, 

 

and forgiveness being essential to re-setting things 

when persons have gone wrong, 

 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would seek a way to satisfy justice, 

but also forgive those who have gone wrong. 

 

The Greatest Possible Being would, 

in this way also, 

treat others better 

than they deserve. 
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Communicating  
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The Greatest Possible Being would also, 

out of love, 

communicate with the beings it has created. 

 

 

It would 

help them understand 

 

what is good and what is bad, 

 

how they should live, 

 

and something about The Greatest Possible Being 

 

and the good news that entails. 
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The Greatest Possible Being could communicate these 
things 

by making some of these things manifest 

from the nature of the universe it created 

—the mark of the creator being left on the creation. 

 

And/or it could communicate 

by building some such knowledge 

into the created beings themselves 

—helping them “see” by instinct or intuition. 

 

And/or it could communicate by enabling 

some of its creations 

to figure out some of these things. 

 

And/or it could communicate 

through other created beings 

—enabling them to help others 

by conveying these insights. 
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But The Greatest Possible Being 

could not 

communicate everything (even) about itself. 

 

Indeed, 

being unlimited 

—in power, and knowledge, and moral perfection, 

and many other things— 

the truths about the The Greatest Possible Being 

would be infinite. 

 

So for any finite—limited—mind, 

there would be vastly, vastly, vastly more 

to The Greatest Possible Being 

than that limited mind could have any idea of. 
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This is not to say that limited beings 

could not know anything 

about The Greatest Possible Being. 

 

On the contrary, they could know quite a lot 

—subject to the limits of their minds. 

 

But for any limited mind, 

the truth about The Greatest Possible Being 

would go far, far, far beyond 

anything that mind could know. 

 

 

In fact, 

The Greatest Possible Being 

would do things, 

and would have reasons for doing things, 

and have reasons for allowing things, 

that any limited mind would have no idea about. 
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The Greatest Possible Being would also 

not reveal the complete truth about itself 

because that would eliminate 

much of other beings’ freedom. 

 

For knowing the complete truth 

about The Greatest Possible Being, 

and the good and the bad, 

and the consequences of their actions, 

would make it impossible for these creatures 

to do anything but the best 

in any situation in which they found themselves. 

 

Creaturely freedom requires 

that the creatures not have 

complete and crystal clear knowledge 

of The Greatest Possible Being. 
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But The Greatest Possible Being would see that 

they have experiences 

—both positive and negative— 

that help them fall in love with the good 

and abhor evil. 

 

They would come to appreciate 

just how evil 

evil is, 

 

and how good 

good is 

 

—and want the good. 

 

And they would come to want 

above all 

the greatest good of all: 

The Greatest Possible Being. 
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The Greatest Possible Being 

would also help its created beings see 

that they, and their lives, matter. 

 

They could come to see that they matter eternally, 

in fact: 

 

Every act 

of every one of them 

and their entire lives 

would be known 

perfectly and completely 

by The Greatest Possible Being 

forever. 

  



119 
 

 

 

And The Greatest Possible Being 

would help its created beings see 

that there is hope: 

 

Whatever difficulties they may be experiencing, 

whatever is wrong with the world— 

that is not the final story: 

 

The Greatest Possible Being is in control of everything, 

loves them more than they can know, 

and will set everything right in the end. 

 

This troubled world and life 

is not all there is. 
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And The Greatest Possible Being 

would help them 

become better persons. 

 

Because this life is not all there is, 

 

striving to become a better person, 

and sacrificing for others, 

would not be hopeless 

or pointless. 

 

It would be worth it. 

 

It would actually make sense. 
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Reasoning  
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The Greatest Possible Being would give 

the intelligent creatures it creates 

the ability to use reason 

and make sound inferences 

on the basis of evidence. 

 

They would be able to see 

that the world they find themselves in 

—and even their own existence and nature— 

fits 

what they would expect 

if there were a Greatest Possible Being. 

 

They would be able to see that 

even the evil in the world 

fits what one would expect. 
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They would be able to understand 

how evidence works 

 

—that evidence that one would expect 

if a claim were true 

supports that claim 

—gives one good reason to believe it— 

 

while evidence that is not what one would expect 

if the  claim were true 

counts against that claim 

—gives one could reason not to believe it. 
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They would be able to see 

that the simplest explanations 

that lead them to expect 

what they observe 

are the best explanations 

 

—which they, therefore, 

have good reason to believe. 

 

And the simpler a hypothesis, 

and the simpler it makes 

their overall understanding of reality, 

the more they would find it likely to be true. 
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In fact, 

they would even be able to see that 

the existence of 

a Greatest Possible Being 

provides 

 

the simplest possible 

explanation 

 

of everything. 

 

It provides 

the simplest possible 

overall understanding 

of everything: 
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That The Greatest Possible Being exists 

posits 

 

only one ultimate cause of everything, 

rather than many (or an infinite regress of causes) 

—which is simpler. 

 

And it posits an ultimate cause that is 

unlimited in causal power, 

rather than limited in power 

—which is simpler. 

 

(It is a simpler concept to say that a thing has 

no limits to its power—zero limits to its power— 

than to say that it has 

some specific limits to its power.) 
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Or put another way, 

 

it is a simpler concept to say that a thing 

has infinite power 

than to say that it has 

a certain finite amount of power. 

 

 

And the concept of 

The Greatest Possible Being 

is itself 

an extremely simple concept. 
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And it is reducible to an even simpler concept: 

the concept of 

a single being with unlimited power. 

 

From this omnipotence, follows omniscience. 

(A being that can do anything 

has the ability to know everything.) 

 

And from omnipotence and omniscience 

follows moral perfection. 

(A being that can do anything, 

and knows everything, 

has the ability to be morally perfect 

and knows how to do it.) 

 

And any being which is 

omnipotence, omniscience, and moral perfection 

will be The Greatest Possible Being. 
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The intelligent creatures of The Greatest Possible Being 

would be able to see, then, 

that the concept of The Greatest Possible Being 

can be reduced 

to a single extremely simple idea: 

 

There is a single unlimited being. 

 

 

From which it follows 

that this being is the ultimate cause 

of everything. 

 

 

—the simplest possible 

overall conception of reality, 

and the simplest possible explanation 

of everything. 
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And though intelligent creatures 

would see 

that they vary 

in what they see as great, 

 

each, 

even by its own standards, 

would be unable to conceive 

of anything 

greater.  
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Ending  
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This Greatest Possible Being 

would exemplify 

 

 

 

perfect love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It would make everything right. 
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I am, 

indeed, 

in love. 
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It’s God I want. 

 


